English III-AP Summer Assignment 2016
Lindner/Goodwyn
Summer Reading

I.  Read The Scarlet Letter, Nathaniel Hawthorne

II. Read The Crucible, Arthur Miller

Writing Assignment: Annotated Bibliography
Since The Crucible is a fictional work that is based on an actual historical event, it is important to investigate the original Salem Witchcraft Trials to determine what about the text is historically accurate, and what changes have been made to serve the author’s purposes.  To this end, you will need to find four articles (from reliable sources) that address not only the historical accuracy of this text, but also possible motivations behind the hysteria other than witchcraft.  You will need to provide an appropriate Works Cited entry for each article, and a detailed summary of the information that you find in each text. 

Various theories concerning motivation exist: land greed, power struggles, economic jealousy, and even some more outlandish notions that people would use religion for their own personal gain. You may, of course, use the internet, but sources found on the web must be evaluated for credibility before being used (and appropriate Works Cited format must be determined).  Please take a look at the following website to aid in your evaluation:
http://www.library.cornell.edu/olinuris/ref/research/webcrit.html

There are some very interesting sources like Paul Boyer and Stephen Nissenbaum’s Salem Possessed: The Social Origins of Witchcraft.  This book, and others like it, certainly aren’t required reading, but these authors have compiled the sort of information that you are asked to find; you would simply need to read their research. If you happen to use a book, select portions of chapters that are relevant for your summaries – not the entire text.

I have included a sample of an Annotated Bibliography entry below.  Use your Purdue OWL for MLA citation formats. Just use Google to find “Purdue OWL MLA.” MLA format is one of the only places in the study of English where there’s only one way to be right. Make sure your entries match Purdie OWL exactly. Do not use easybib or any other online resource. 

The last part of this assignment is that, for every article you use, you should include a printout or photocopy that has been highlighted and annotated. Photocopy only the portions of the books that you intend to summarize.  As I’m sure you’re realizing, this is all part of the research process, so we need to include all steps.
Although this looks like a large amount of work, it should really be very easy, particularly if you do this early in the summer, while you are still in “school mode.”  If, for some reason, you have questions or run into difficulty with this assignment during the summer, contact us by email at either clindner@csisd.org or rgoodwyn@csisd.org.  Remember that it’s summer, though, and we both travel for most of the break. You may not get a prompt response.
As for The Scarlet Letter: expect to be held accountable for the reading starting on Day One next year.

A note about reading: I know that filmed versions of these works exist. I also know that cheat-sites like SparkNotes and CliffNotes exist. Do NOT use these materials. I’ve heard dozens of students say, “I just review the SparkNotes or watch the movie after I read so I can make sure I got everything right.” That’s dishonest and leads to lazy reading. Read the texts yourself, think about them yourself, and draw your own conclusions. If this seems unreasonable to you, AP English III is probably not the right English class for you.
Sample Annotated Bibliography entry (note that everything’s double-spaced):

from:  http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/614/02/
Holland, Suzanne. The Human Embryonic Stem Cell Debate : Science, Ethics, and Public Policy. Boston:

MIT Press, 2001. 

This is the annotation of the above source. In this example, I am following MLA guidelines for the bibliographic information listed above. If I were really writing an annotation for this source, I would offer a brief summary of what this book says about stem cell research.
After a brief summary, it would be appropriate to assess this source and offer some criticisms of it. Does it seem like a reliable and current source? Why? Is the research biased or objective? Are the facts well documented? Who is the author? Is she qualified in this subject? Is this source scholarly, popular, some of both?
The length of your annotation will depend on the assignment or on the purpose of your annotated bibliography. After summarizing and assessing, you can now reflect on this source. How does it fit into your research? Is this a helpful resource? Too scholarly? Not scholarly enough? Too general/specific? Since "stem cell research" is a very broad topic, has this source helped you to narrow your topic?
Your final document should have an MLA heading at the top left and the centered title “Annotated Bibliography.” The entire document is double-spaced. Write an entry just like the one in the box above for each of your four sources. Then arrange them in alphabetical order by the author’s last names in your document.

Blog

Finally, the class blog is located at https://consolapiii.wordpress.com 

Bookmark this link now. Updates, information, and amusing JPGs will be posted there over the summer, and this will be my primary means of communicating with you during the break. Check it occasionally, especially as summer comes to its end.
